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H.E. President General Brice Oligui Nguema 
President of Gabon
Libreville, Gabon
18 November 2024                

NOTE VERBALE No.0154/1125/SP

Subject: Formal Appeal for Pardon: The Cases of Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Valentin and Noureddin Bongo Valentin under Art.38 Gabon Constitution

Dear President Oligui Nguema,
Partito Nazionale Italiano and the Segretario Politico extends compliments and greetings to the President of the Gabonese Republic and its government and citizens and has the honour to write to you in my professional capacity as Giovanni Di Stefano, former legal advisor to several world leaders and presently, as stated, the Segretario Politico of the Partito Nazionale Italiano. In light of my experience advising figures such as Colonel Gaddafi, President Milosevic, General Than Shwe of Myanmar, and President Mugabe, as you are aware I reach out with a compelling plea. This communication is conveyed officially on behalf of the Partito Nazionale Italiano, in recognition of Gabon’s future within BRICS and potential reinstatement into the Commonwealth, as recently discussed in international circles and with your ambassadors.
With the recent completion of the Sochi Conference in Russia, the Russian Government has voiced support for Gabon's accelerated path to BRICS membership. This esteemed position will enable Gabon to play an influential role on the world stage, promoting economic development, investment, and international partnerships. I strongly urge that Gabon seize this pivotal moment by demonstrating a commitment to justice and compassion, fostering unity and confidence within and beyond its borders.
The detention of Madam Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Valentin and her son, Noureddin Bongo Valentin, (both citizens of France) while it may have been instigated by necessary investigative protocols, has extended into a period of prolonged uncertainty. It is critical to emphasize that, while all allegations must be treated with seriousness, they should not bind individuals indefinitely without a decisive and fair resolution. The ex-president, Ali Bongo, has made it unequivocally clear that he intends to withdraw from all political pursuits, prioritizing his health above all. This, coupled with his medical condition, aligns the interests of all parties to allow Sylvia and Noureddin a future in France, as a testament to Gabon's compassionate governance.
Outlined below are nine compelling reasons in support of this recommendation:
1. Strengthening International Relations and BRICS Entry
A display of clemency aligns Gabon’s leadership with the values admired by the BRICS nations, especially Russia. With BRICS membership, Gabon would benefit from strategic partnerships, preferential trade arrangements, and enhanced foreign investment opportunities. This gesture would enhance Gabon's international reputation, confirming its readiness to lead on a world stage with a balanced approach to governance.
2. Renewal of Commonwealth Relations
The United Kingdom has signalled interest in re-admitting Gabon to the Commonwealth. A decision to release Sylvia and Noureddin would underscore Gabon’s commitment to diplomatic relations based on shared values of mercy, stability, and justice, elements deeply valued by Commonwealth countries. This renewal could catalyse trade, cultural exchanges, and educational opportunities beneficial to Gabon’s youth and economy.
3. Economic Stability through Compassionate Leadership
Gabon’s economic growth is highly contingent upon internal stability and the trust of foreign investors. By resolving this case with leniency, your administration would reinforce a commitment to humane governance, encouraging both domestic and international investments. Investors seek assurance of a stable, fair, and humane legal environment, and this action would demonstrate Gabon’s dedication to these principles.
4. Reduction of Political Tensions and National Healing
The Bongo family remains a powerful and symbolic presence in Gabon. Prolonged detention without resolution risks deepening divisions within the country. Pardoning Sylvia and Noureddin, with the understanding they relocate to France, would facilitate national reconciliation and heal residual societal rifts, fostering unity under your administration.
5. International Recognition for Judicial Restraint and Fairness
The global community watches closely how emerging democracies handle political transitions. A decision to release Sylvia and Noureddin would enhance Gabon’s international standing as a country that upholds fairness and due process. This move would align Gabon with other progressive nations that prioritize humane treatment within judicial processes.
6. Aligning with Humanitarian and Cultural Values
Gabon has historically valued family, community, and compassion. Releasing Sylvia and Noureddin would reflect these values, affirming that your leadership respects the cultural principles that are central to Gabonese identity. This decision would resonate positively with citizens who desire a government that balances justice with mercy.
7. Ensuring the Welfare of All Parties Concerned
As Ali Bongo recovers from his health challenges, it is in the best interest of all parties that he, Sylvia, and Noureddin are given the opportunity to move on peacefully, minimizing the risk of any destabilizing influence within Gabon. By facilitating their departure, Gabon ensures a clear, stable future without potential sources of discord.

8. Strengthening Gabon’s Role as a Model African Nation
Gabon’s leadership position in Africa hinges upon its reputation for fair, balanced governance. By taking a compassionate approach, your administration would position Gabon as a model for responsible governance in Africa. This move would demonstrate that Gabon’s leadership remains focused on progress, unity, and the well-being of its people.
9. Setting a Historic Precedent for Future Governance
This case presents a unique opportunity to set a precedent for future governance in Gabon, illustrating that mercy and justice are harmonious principles. This legacy of balanced leadership would be remembered as a defining aspect of your presidency, reflecting both strength and compassion.
The considerations outlined above are not only in the immediate interest of Gabon but also align with broader diplomatic goals. I am confident that such a gesture would be met with recognition from key global leaders, including President Emmanuel Macron of France, His Majesty King Mohammed VI of Morocco, President Macky Sall of Senegal, and officials within the Russian Federation, all of whom I have established contact on this matter and who value decisions grounded in humanity. Moreover, this action would resonate with international bodies that champion human rights and political transparency, enhancing Gabon’s standing in these vital arenas.
As Segretario Politico of the Partito Nazionale Italiano, I assure you of our commitment to supporting Gabon’s commercial and legal initiatives in Europe. Our party, and I, have the capacity and connections to foster substantial commercial opportunities that would benefit Gabon’s economic landscape, especially in industries aligned with its natural resources and strategic interests. My direct involvement could bridge Gabon’s presence within European economic circles, adding a new dimension to its international influence.
Conclusion
In conclusion, Mr. President, I urge you to consider this appeal carefully. To pardon Sylvia and Noureddin Bongo Valentin and facilitate their resettlement in France would not only be an act of compassion but a step toward national healing, political stability, and international respect. It is my hope that Gabon’s future under your leadership will be defined by such acts of balanced and fair governance and as such wholly recommend the application of Art.38 to release the Bongo family returning to France.
Thank you for your consideration of this urgent matter. I remain at your disposal for further discussions or any form of assistance you may require.
Yours sincerely,


Giovanni Di Stefano
Segretario Politico
Partito Nazionale Italiano
gdistefano1955.2mail.com
+39 329 627 4773
(Vico III Cavur 7, Petrella Tifernina CB 86024 Italia)
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