His Excellency Bashar al-Assad
President of the Syrian Arab Republic
Damascus, Syria
03/08/2024
Your Excellency,
I write to you with a humble and sincere request regarding a matter of deep humanitarian concern and historical significance. Your Excellency knows me, and I have had the honour and responsibility of serving as defence counsel for several prominent figures in the Middle East, including Saddam Hussein, Barzan al-Tikriti, Awad al-Bander, Al Majid, and Tariq Aziz and others. I was present during the executions of Barzan al-Tikriti and Awad al-Bander, and I personally accompanied their bodies to Tikrit, ensuring they were laid to rest with dignity and respect.
Your Excellency was also extremely kind in granting many of my client’s family residence in Syria a gesture much appreciated by those granted assistance and by myself. I have never forgotten such kindness.
Throughout my career, I have witnessed the profound impact of leadership decisions on the lives of individuals and the broader course of history. It is with this perspective that I address you today, appealing to your sense of humanity and justice in the matter of Eli Cohen.
Eli Cohen, an Israeli agent, was executed in Damascus on May 18th, 1965. His remains have since been held by the Syrian authorities, causing his family enduring grief and longing. Decades have passed since his execution, and the geopolitical landscape of the region has evolved significantly. In this time of profound change and opportunity, I beseech you to consider the immense humanitarian and reconciliatory value of returning Eli Cohen's remains to his family.
Such an act of compassion and magnanimity would resonate deeply on multiple levels. Firstly, it would provide a measure of closure and solace to Eli Cohen's family, who have suffered for many years in the absence of their loved one's final resting place. This gesture of humanity would not go unnoticed by the international community, highlighting Syria's capacity for empathy and moral leadership.
Historically, Syria has been renowned for its rich cultural heritage, hospitality, and profound sense of community. The return of Eli Cohen's remains could be seen as an extension of these cherished values, reinforcing Syria's commitment to human dignity and reconciliation. It would be a testament to the strength and resilience of the Syrian spirit, demonstrating that even in the most challenging times, the principles of humanity and justice prevail.
Moreover, this act could serve as a catalyst for broader reconciliation efforts in a region that has been marred by conflict and division. The Middle East stands at a critical juncture, with the potential for peace and cooperation more attainable than ever before. By facilitating the return of Eli Cohen's remains, you would be taking a significant step toward healing old wounds and fostering an environment of mutual respect and understanding.
I understand the complexities and sensitivities surrounding this request. However, it is precisely in these moments of challenge that true leadership is tested and defined. Your Excellency, you have the unique opportunity to make a profound and lasting impact on the lives of many, both within Syria and beyond. This gesture of goodwill would not only honour the memory of Eli Cohen to his family, but also exemplify the principles of compassion and justice that are so deeply rooted in Syrian culture.
In closing, I appeal to your sense of humanity and justice, asking you to consider this request with the compassion and wisdom that have defined your leadership. The return of Eli Cohen's remains would be a powerful symbol of reconciliation and hope, paving the way for a brighter and more harmonious future in the Middle East.
Thank you for your time and consideration. I remain certain that you will see the profound value and potential impact of this humanitarian gesture.
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